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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT ROSCOE DRUMMOND OP-ED COLUMN CHRIS- 
TIAN SCIENCE MONITOR WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 8 HEADED "ON BEING 
FAIR TO KISSINGER." 

2. AT THIS POINT THE CONFIRMED BELITTLERS ARE BUSY DOING 
WHAT THEY CAN TO MAKE SURE THAT HENRY KISSINGER LEAVES OF- 
FICE WITH A LOW ESTIMATE OF HIS ACCOMPLISHMENTS. 

3. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT WHETHER ONE ADMIRES OR DISDAINS 
DR. KISSINGER, IT IS INACCURATE AND UNFAIR TO DENIGRATE 

HIS RECORD AND THAT HISTORY WILL CONFIRM THAT HE HAS REN- 
DERED WORTHY AND WORTHWHILE SERVICES TO THE NATION. 

4. THE DENIGRATORS ARE MOSTLY SECOND-GUESSERS. THEY SUG- 
GEST THAT IF KISSINGER HAD PUSHED THE SOVIETS HARDER HE 
COULD HAVE DONE BETTER AT THE SALT TALKS. THEY SUGGEST 
THAT IF HE HAD ABANDONED HIS SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN THE MID- 
DLE EAST, HE COULD HAVE WRAPPED UP A NICE, OVERALL PEACE 
SETTLEMENT BY PRESSURING ISRAEL. THEY SUGGEST THAT HE 
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SHOULD EITHER HAVE STAYED AWAY FROM SOUTHERN AFRICA EN- 
TIRELY OR SHOULD HAVE INTERVENED EARLIER, THAT HIS INITIA- 
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TIVE WAS ILL-TIMED AND DESTINED TO FAIL. 

5. TO CONCENTRATE ON WHAT MIGHT HAVE HAPPENED IS AN IN- 
TERESTING INTELLECTUAL EXERCISE, BUT I PREFER TO LOOK AT 
WHAT DID HAPPEN AS THE BETTER WAY TO APPRAISE KISSINGER'S 
COMMAND OF U.S. FOREIGN POLICY DURING EIGHT EVENTFUL YEARS. 

6. I AM NOT ABOUT TO CONTEND THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER WAS 
THE VERY MODEL OF A GREAT AMERICAN STATESMAN. SOME GOOD 
ASSOCIATES COULDN'T ABIDE HIM, COULDN'T WORK WITH HIM. HE 
WAS ABRASIVE AS OFTEN AS HE WAS GRACIOUS AND HE RARELY 
SEEMED TO DEVOTE HIMSELF TO CONTAINING HIS EGO. BUT THERE 
SEEM TO ME FAR MORE CREDITS THAN DEBITS IN HIS RECORD. 

7. THERE ARE, AS I SEE IT. TWO MAJOR DEBITS: 

8. KISSINGER WAS DECEPTIVE IN HIS NEGOTIATION AND ACCEP- 
TANCE OF A "PEACE" AGREEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAM THE PUR- 
POSE OF WHICH WAS TO ENABLE PRESIDENT NIXON TO WITHDRAW 
U.S. TROOPS AS THOUGH THE WAR WAS OVER. IT WAS A NONSET- 
TLEMENT WHICH BOTH KNEW THE ENEMY WOULD VIOLATE AT WILL. 

9. AGAIN, HELSINKI. HISTORIC AMERICAN POLICY, ENUNCIATED 
BY SECRETARY OF STATE HENRY STIMSON IN 1934 AFTER JAPAN 
HAD INVADED MANCHURIA. WAS NOT TO RECOGNIZE TERRITORY AC- 
QUIRED BY FORCE. AT HELSINKI KISSINGER, WITH FORD AC- 
QUIESCING, PUT THE MORAL APPROVAL OF THE UNITED STATES ON 
TERRITORIAL BORDERS IMPOSED BY MOSCOW AFTER WORLD WAR H. 
THIS ACTION MADE IT LOGICAL FOR ONE OF THE SECRETARY'S 
AIDES TO DECLARE THAT THE ONCE INDEPENDENT NATIONS OF 
EASTERN WUROPE COULD WELL BECOME A PART OF THE SOVIET 
UNION. 

10. BUT TO ME KISSINGER'S POSITIVE ACCOMPLISHMENTS GREAT- 
LY OUTWEIGH THE OTHERS. I CITE THESE AS OUTSTANDING: 

1 . WITH MR. NIXON'S APPROVAL, KISSINGER LED THE WAY TO 
BRING ABOUT A GREATLY IMPROVED RELATIONSHIP WITH THE 
PEOPLE S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. HIS IDEAS AND HIS WORK WERE 
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INDISPENSABLE TO THE PRESIDENT'S INITIATIVE. THIS TRANS- 
FORMED THE BIPOLAR, ONE-ON-ONE CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE 
U.S. AND RUSSIA AND BROUGHT INTO BEING A MULTIPOLAR WORLD 
IN WHICH MOSCOW HAD TO CONTEND WITH PEKING AS AN INDEPEN- 
DENT FORCE. THIS STRENGTHENED THE SECURITY OF MAINLAND 
CHINA AND SIMULTANEOUSLY STRENGTHENED NATO BY GIVING THE 
SOVIET UNION CONCERN ON BOTH ITS WESTERN AND EASTERN BOR 
DERS. 

2. KISSINGER WAS A PRIME MOVER IN GETTING THE U.S.-SOV- 
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IET NUCLEAR ARMS TALKS UNDER WAY AND MOVING THEM FORWARD- 

NOT MUCH, BUT A VALUABLE DISTANCE. 

3. HE SUCCEEDED IN ERASING MUCH OF THE ARAB DISTRUST OF 
THE UNITED STATES SO THAT LATER THE U.S. COULD DEAL WITH 
BOTH SIDES IN THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT. 

4. KISSINGER S SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY BOUGHT TIME IN THE MID- 
DLE EAST FOR DIPLOMACY TO HAVE A CHANCE, AND TODAY BOTH 
PRESIDENT SADAT AND PRIME MINISTER RABIN ARE CALLING FOR 
NEGOTIATIONS. 

5. WAS KISSINGER'S INTERVENTION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA ILL- 
TIMED AND USELESS? IT BROUGHT THE RHODESIAN GOVERNMENT 
AND THE BLACK LEADERS INTO CONFERENCE. AND LAST WEEK ONE 
OF THE MAJOR ROADBLOCKS TO NEGOTIATING PEACEFUL TRANSI- 
TION TO MAJORITY RULE IN RHODESIA DISAPPEARED. 

1 1 . I BELIEVE THAT DR. KISSINGER IS HANDING OVER TO PRES- 
IDENT CARTER A MORE STABLE WORLD THAN HE INHERITED FROM 
LYNDON JOHNSON IN 1968. (END OF TEXT.) ROBINSON 
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